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It was said...

José Manuel Durao Barroso

President of the European Commission

“(...) Action by the European Union and Member
States has been responsible for major improvements
in the field of environment protection - air and water
quality, pollutants, protection of nature areas, and
chemicals to name a few. And we have adopted the
world’s most ambitious strategy for combating
climate change. (...) Europeans want ‘more Europe’.
It is easy to see why. Our citizens recognise that
the environment and pollution know no borders. They
understand that progress depends on international
action. The European Union provides a unique, legally
binding framework for this. The strength and effective-
ness of cooperation between the EU and its Member
States have made us global leaders in protecting the
environment. (...) As Europe has grown, and grown
together, we have learned an important lesson: that
protecting our environment and our natural resources
is not a luxury, but a crucial investment in our sustain-
able economic future. We know, for instance, that air
and water pollution weaken our economies by making
people sick. We know that over fishing today leaves
fishing communities without work tomorrow. And we
know that destroying ecosystems and species robs us
of economically vital services. We cannot rest on our
laurels, however. And Europe, let alone the rest of the
world, still has a way to go. Protecting the environ-
ment for future generations continually raises new
challenges. (...)”

The Opening Speech at Green Week in Brussels, Belgium,
12th June 2007



Editorial

As it can be read at the webside the Polish Academy of Sciences is a state scientific
institution founded in 1952. From the very beginning, it has functioned as a learned society acting
through an elected corporation of top scholars and research organisations, via its numerous
scientific establishments. After a long period of the constituting of the Authorities in 2006 the
Presidium of the Academy taking responsibility for all strategic issues with the president, three
vice-presidents, seven chairmen of the divisions, the presidents of the territorial branches, and
additionally 14 additional members elected by the General Assembly from among the members of
the Academy was founded. The Presidium supervises the research units and other establishments
of the Academy. Professor Michat Kleiber M.dr hc, a Full Member of the Polish Academy of
Sciences, was elected as the Academy's President for the 2007-2010 term. The president, who
also chairs the General Assembly and the Presidium, is responsible for the Polish Academy of
Sciences activities on an everyday basis. The Academy is composed of national members
(including both full and corresponding members) and foreign members. The membership in the
Academy is held for life. The number of national members is set at no more than 350. All members
(national and foreign) are elected by the General Assembly from among candidates with the
highest scientific achi and of r | authority. The names of potential national
members are submitted by current national members, the councils of university faculties, and the
scientific councils of research establishments in Poland (including the Academy institutes). Foreign
members are proposed and elected by the national members. Each member of the Academy is
a member of one of the seven divisions, according to her or his scientific discipline. Members are
responsible for their own scientific activities as well as the statutory tasks of the Academy.

The organisational structure of the Academy is comprised of divisions, territorial branches
and scientific and task force committees. There are seven territorial branches of the Academy:
Gdansk, Katowice, Krakéw, Lublin, tddz, Poznan and Wroctaw. Their role is to integrate the local
scientific communities and act as representatives of the Academy to the local authorities and
organisations. The territorial branches consist of national Academy members, according to their
place of residence. There are seven divisions of the Academy: Division | Social Sciences, Division
Il Biological Sciences, Division Il Mathematical, Physical, and Chemical Sciences, Division IV
Technical Sciences, Division V Agricultural, Forestry, and Veterinary Sciences, Division VI Medical
Sciences, and Division VIl Earth and Mining Sciences. Each Division formulates opinions on issues
concerning its scientific disciplines and provides advice to the Academy authorities on research
priorities and policy in a given field. It is also their task to supervise and coordinate the activities
of the Division’s scientific committees, as well as to generally supervise all Academy research
establishments in a given field. Each Division is chaired by its elected chairperson. Professor
Whadystaw Whosiniski M.dr hc, a Corresponding Member of the Polish Academy of Sciences, was
elected as the Division’s IV Technical Sciences Chairman for the 2007-2010 term.

The committees are a very special part of the Polish Academy of Sciences. They fall into two
groups: the scientific committees affiliated with the Divisions, and the task force committees
(also called the problem committees) affiliated with the Presidium. The Academy's network of 109
committees constitutes a major representation of all researchers in Poland and of the Academy's
advisory bodies. Scientific committees of the Polish Academy of Sciences constitute the
independent, cooperating with the Academy’s divisions, nation-wide representation of individual
disciplines or their groups or interdisciplinary scientific problems, serving the integration of
researchers from the whole country. The committees are composed of the members of the Polish
Academy of S of respective disciplines, outstanding research workers of higher

As a result of common election the following persons in the alphabetic order were chosen
in the makeup of the Committee on Materials Science: Prof. Tadeusz Botd (Gliwice), Prof. Jan
Chtopek (Krakow), Prof. Jan Cwajna (Katowice), Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzanski M.dr he (Gliwice),
Prof. Jan Dutkiewicz (Krakdw), Prof. Marek Hetmanczyk (Katowice), Prof. Leopold Jeziorski Dr he
(Czestochowa), Prof. Piotr Kula (kddz), Prof. Tadeusz Kulik (Warszawa), Prof. Krzysztof
Kurzydtowski (Warszawa), Prof. Jerzy Lis (Krakéw), Prof. Bogustaw Major (Krakow), Prof.
Wojciech Przetakiewicz (Warszawa), Prof. Jan Sieniawski (Rzeszow), Prof. Tadeusz Wierzchon
(Warszawa), Prof. Mieczystaw Wysiecki (Szczecin). As a result of numerous state duties Prof.
Krzysztof Kurzydtowski, the State Undersecretary in the Ministry of Science and Higher Education
was forced to resign from the work in that Committee. In the makeup of the Committee also
Members of the Polish Academy of Sciences Prof. Adam Gierek (Katowice), Prof. Maciej
W. Grabski Dr hc (Warszawa), Prof. Adolf Maciejny Dr hc (Katowice), Prof. Roman Pampuch Dr he
(Krakow) and Prof. Wtadystaw Whosifiski M.Dr he (Warszawa) were included.

On the first inaugural meeting on 2nd July 2007 in Katowice Professor Wtadystaw
Whosiiski M.dr he, the Division’s IV Technical Sciences Chairman handed the act of the
nominations in the makeup of the Committee. In ion with the finalisation of the cad
2004-2006 he expressed also his thanks for the activeness of the members of the Committee in
that cadence and especially the many-year-Chairman - Prof. Adolf Maciejny Dr hc. Also an
additional election of the rest members of the Committee took place. The following persons in the
alphabetical order were chosen: Prof. Krystyna Czaplicka-Kolarz (Katowice), Mr Marek Darecki,
MSc (Rzeszow), Prof. Zbigniew J. Gronostajski (Wroctaw), Prof. Mieczystaw Jurczyk (Poznan),
Prof. Jan Kusinski (Krakdw), Prof. Eug tagiewka (Kat ), Prof. Adam Mazurkiewicz
(Radom), Prof. Stanistaw Mitura Dr hc (k6dz), Prof. Jerzy Nowacki (Szczecin), Prof. Jerzy
Szawtowski (Warszawa), Prof. Andrzej Zielinski (Gdansk) and Prof. Pawet Zigba (Krakdw). Also

establishments, research centres of the Polish Academy of Sciences, departmental research units
and of economic and social organisations. Their membership amounts to about 4,000 elected
members. Each scientific committee constitutes a self-governing representation of a scientific
discipline for the purpose of integrating Polish scholars. The tasks of the scientific committees are:
to deal with the problems of a particular discipline, to contribute to the dissemination of the
research results, and to initiate cooperation with foreign scientific centres. Scientific committees
as bodies of the Academy affiliated with the divisions perform advisory and consultative
functions. The basic task of committees is to infl the develof of a given discipline on
a country scale as well as to integrate research centres and communities and to solve certain
research problems. Committees’ activities in the field of consultation, dissemination and intro-
duction of the results of scientific research, including in particular the organisation of scientific
conferences and meetings and the initiation of scientific research are of particular significance.
A number of committees produce their own publications (monographs and journals), in which the
papers dealing with the disciplines covered by their scope of activities are published. One of those
journals is Archives of Materials Science and Engineering.

Scientific Committees affiliated with the Division IV Technical Sciences of the Polish
Academy of Sciences are as follows: the Committee on Acoustics, the Committee on Architecture
and Urban Planning, the Committee on Automatic Control and Robotics, the Committee on
Biocybernetics and Biomedical Engineering, the Committee on Chemical and Process Engineering,
the Committee on Civil Engineering and Hydroengineering, the Committee on Electrical
Engineering, the Committee on Electronics and Telecommunication, the Committee on Informatics,
the Committee on Machine Building, the Committee on Materials Science, the Committee on
Mechanics, the Committee on Metallurgy, the Committee on Metrology and Research Equipment,
the Committee on Thermodynamics and Comt , the Committee on Transport. The beginning
of 2007 was a time of intensive activities in the society of the Polish Academy of Sciences. The
election of all members of Scientific Committees affiliated with the Divisions of the Polish
Academy of Sciences took place.

2 Honorary Members of the Committee in the persons of Prof. Ludomir Slusarski (£ddZ) and Prof.
Stefan Wojciechowski Dr he (Warszawa) were chosen. The select Presidium of the Committee
was constituted. Prof. Marek Hetmanczyk was chosen unanimously as a chairman. Prof. Tadeusz
Kulik and Prof. Bogustaw Major were chosen for vice chairmen. Prof. Jan Cwajna was chosen
a secretary. In the makeup of the Presidium of the Committee also Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzarnski M.dr
he - the Editor-in-Chief of Archives of Materials Science and Engineering was included. It was
decided that on the next meeting, already in the full makeup which is planned on the third decade
of September 2007 in Warsaw, the specialist Sections of the Committee will be created and their
Chairmen who will be included in the makeup of the Presidium of the Committee will be chosen.
The specialist Sections of the Committee will be created and their Chairmen who will be included
in the makeup of the Presidium of the Committee will be chosen.

All that is left for me is to wish the chosen members and the Presidium of the Committee the
satisfaction of the activeness and good results in the activeness in aid of scientific society of
materials science and engineering.

i

v/

Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzanski Dr he

Editor-in-Chief of the AMSE

President of the ACMSSE

Director of the IEM&B of the SUT
Gliwice, in July 2007
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